
 
 
          September 30, 2019 

Commissioner Katie Dykes 

CT Department of Energy & Environmental Protection 

79 Elm Street 

Hartford, CT 06106 

 

 

Commissioner Dykes, 

 

Connecticut Fund for the Environment/Save the Sound (“CFE/STS”) writes to reiterate our previously 

expressed support for responsibly sited and operated offshore wind projects.1 Offshore wind is poised to 

play an important role in the ability of Connecticut to meet its greenhouse gas reduction and clean energy 

goals, as set forth in the state’s Global Warming Solutions Act, our Renewable Portfolio Standards, and 

Governor Lamont’s recent Executive Order 3. In order to achieve these goals on a timeline that achieves, 

per Public Act 19-71, deployment of at least 2,000 megawatts by December 31, 2030, we encourage a 

robust procurement of offshore wind that maximizes the deployment of these resources consistent with 

satisfying stringent environmental mitigation standards. 

 

While the development of offshore wind presents an exciting new opportunity to expand the state’s 

portfolio of clean renewable energy resources, we emphasize that such opportunities must be taken 

advantage of in a manner that minimizes potential harm to the ecosystems and wildlife that may be 

impacted. Offshore wind is a new industry operating in areas that present logistical challenges and about 

which there may be imperfect information. 

 

With that in mind, we commend the effort undertaken by the Commission of Environmental Standards 

(“CES”) and the comprehensive recommendations that they presented to govern offshore wind projects 

that are part of the current 2,000 megawatt solicitation. We recognize, however, that not all of the CES’ 

recommended threshold criteria were adopted as such for the solicitation process. 

 

As far as they go, the requirements included within the Environmental & Fisheries Mitigation Plan (set 

forth in Section 2.2.10 and Section 11 of Appendix B of the Final Notice of Request for Proposals for 

Offshore Wind Facilities (“RFP”)), establish an essential framework to help mitigate potential impacts. 

                                                        
1 See, e.g., CFE Comments to Commission on Environmental Standards re: Environmental Mitigation Plans 
(June 21, 2019); CFE Comments on Draft Recommendations of the Commission on Environmental Standards 
(July 25, 2019); Joint Comments to DEEP on Draft Offshore Wind RFP (July 15, 2019). 
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Among the essential criteria that were adopted, were requirement for (1) an Adaptive Operational Plan, 

(2) robust and continuing stakeholder engagement, and (3) a Data Sharing and Management Plan. 

 

These elements are fundamental to the success of any project from an environmental perspective.  Given 

the relative novelty offshore wind installations along the northeast coast of the United States, there is 

likely much we don’t know about the potential long-term impacts of these projects. A sustained 

monitoring and research effort that informs necessary course-corrections to the operation of the project 

and environmental mitigation efforts is essential. 

 

Among the additional qualitative factors to be considered in evaluating the relative merits and strengths of 

the RFP responses is the bidder’s “plans and practices to avoid, minimize, and mitigate current known 

and future discovered impacts to wildlife, natural resources, ecosystems and traditional or existing water-

dependent uses, including, but not limited to, commercial fishing.” Essential elements to be evaluated 

within the scope of this section should include: 

 

 The establishment of a mitigation fund to guarantee the successful bidder’s ability to successfully 

mitigate environmental harm and economic impact to commercial fisheries. 

 

 Plans for assessing alternatives to, and alternative approaches for, decommissioning the project. 

The impact of decommissioning on the surrounding ecosystem should be the first and highest 

consideration. 

 

 A commitment to habitat restoration, and funding such restoration, if needed to return the area to 

pre-built ecological function. 

 

 Plans for a cumulative impact analysis that considers the impacts of the project in conjunction 

with pending and anticipated projects in other offshore lease areas. 

 

CFE appreciates the opportunity to voice our support for Connecticut’s interest in offshore wind 

opportunities, and looks forward to continuing to work with the Commission, DEEP and other agencies as 

these projects are developed. We will be providing copies of this letter to all known applicants as well. 

 

        Respectfully submitted, 

 

        CT Fund for the Environment/Save the Sound 

        (203) 787-0646 ext. 122 

crothenberger@ctenvironment.org 

 
cc: Applicants to RFP 

mailto:crothenberger@ctenvironment.org

